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SOCIETY AFFAIRS 

CALIFORNIA SECTION 

With an attendance of 75 from all parts of the State, the Cali- 
fornia Section held its first meeting in San Francisco on Saturday^ 
November 13, 1920. Three papers were presented during the morn- 
ing session. O. E. Clemens, Water Sales Manager, Spring Valley 
Water Company, spoke on "The Business End of the Water Works," 
printed in this issue of the Journal; E. P. McMurtry, Chief Engineer, 
Krogh Pump & Machinery Company, talked on "The Centrifugal 
Pump;" and Ralph Hilscher, of the California State Board of Health, 
told of his experience with "Chlorination in California." These 
papers were discussed by S. B. Morris, Chief Engineer, Pasadena 
Water Department; L. M. Anderson, Controller, Public Service 
Commission; J. P. Fiberling, East Bay Water Company; C. B. 
Jackson, Superintendent, Fresno City Water Corporation, and 
others. Forty-nine sat down to the luncheon served at the Engi- 
neer's Club,- and about the same number enjoyed an automobile 
trip around the properties of the Spring Valley Water Company. 

At the evening session, M. M. O'Shaughnessy, City Engineer of 
San Francisco, described the formation of the Marin Municipal 
Water District, a combination of some twelve towns, which were 
the first to combine under a then recently enacted California law to 
provide themselves with a domestic water supply. 

The following officers were elected for the coming year: Chair- 
man, G. A. Elliott; vice-chairman, L. M. Anderson; Secretary- 
treasurer, Geo. W. Pracy. 

CENTRAL STATES SECTION 

The annual meeting of the Central States Section was held in 
Detroit, Mich., September 28 and 29, with John N. Chester presid- 
ing. No report of the meeting having been received from the Sec- 
tion officials up to the time of going to press, the following notes 
furnished by one of the officers of the Association in attendance are 

printed here: 
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The sessions were held at the Stattler Hotel and were attended 
by 35 to 40 members. All of the papers had evidently been care- 
fully prepared and were listened to with interest. While no pro- 
gram is at hand, one interested member in attendance recalls 
particularly the following features of the meeting. 

T. A. Leisen's paper outlining the great activities connected with 
the present and future water works problems of Detroit and W. M. 
Mitchell's very clear and practical talk on the many mechanical 
aids used in the construction work and maintenance of the Detroit 
water system were timely and full of useful information. A. H. 
McAlpine read an enjoyable paper illustrated with lantern slides 
on the water supply systems of ancient times. C. W. Wiles gave 
an informal, enjoyable sketch of the beginnings of the Central 
States Water Works Association, the forerunner of the Central 
States Section. 

In a discussion on water rates and service charges, a subject on 
which G. C. Gensheimer read an interesting paper, much valuable 
information was brought out, and in this connection a resolution 
was passed to the effect that the American Water Works Associa- 
tion be requested to adopt some general system and schedule for 
charges, including a service charge, to the end that in planning new 
systems of rates and in urging increased rates, individual water 
departments and companies might have the backing of a system 
recommended by the Association. 

MINNESOTA SECTION 

The eighth meeting of the Minnesota Section, held at Duluth on 
November 6, was the most successful yet held. There were two 
sessions, with an attendance of about fifty at each. Water works 
superintendents were in the majority, but other municipal and state 
bureaus were represented. The success of the meeting was largely 
due to D. A. Reed, superintendent of the Water and Light Depart- 
ment of Duluth, who had charge of the local arrangements. 

The following papers were presented by their authors and each 
was well discussed. 

"The Production and Sale of Pure Water," by C. J. Sullivan, 
which is printed in this issue of the Journal. 

"The Duluth Water Supply," by E. W. Kelly. 

"Water Rates in Small Cities and Villages," by John Wilson, 
which is printed in this issue of the Journal. 
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"Water Works Operating Experiences," by Wm. C. Lounsbery. 

The following subjects were informally discussed: "The Thawing 
of Frozen Water Mains," discussion opened by D. Keefe and R. 
Casson; "Keeping Chlorine Machines in Operation," discussion 
opened by William McKennitt; "The Uses of Chlorine for the 
Sterilization of Water Supplies, and Its Effect upon their Potabil- 
ity," discussion opened by Lewis I. Birdsall. 

The Section was the guest of the Commercial Club for luncheon, 
and the afternoon was spent in visiting points of interest. 

The following resolutions were passed: 

Resolved, (1) That a committee be appointed to consider the publicity of 
the Minnesota Section; this committee to consist of three members to be 
appointed by the Chairman. 

(2) That the Minnesota Section of the American Water Works Association 
in convention assembled desires to express its appreciation of the Division of 
Sanitation, Minnesota State Board of Health, for its excellent work in the 
safeguarding of the water supplies of the state and the consequent reduction 
of water-borne diseases, especially typhoid fever. The Minnesota Section 
respectfully requests the Minnesota State Legislature to increase the present 
appropriation for the Division of Sanitation sufficiently so that the valuable 
assistance given to the communities in the state will be adequate for the elim- 
ination, in so far as possible, of water-borne diseases. 

The Minnesota Section hereby instructs the Chairman to send copies of 
this resolution to the committees on appropriations and public health in the 
State Senate and Assembly, and to the Governor of the State. 

IOWA SECTION 

The sixth annual meeting was held at Iowa City, Iowa, on Novem- 
ber 5 and 6, with Vice-Chairman F. D. H. Lawlor presiding in the 
place of Chairman George E. Shoemaker, absent for a cause hinted 
at in the following telegram sent to him by authority of a resolution 
passed at the opening session: "The Iowa Section wishes to express 
its regret at your absence and to assure you of its deep sympathy 
with you in your loss. Jack J. Hinman, Jr., Secretary." 

At the morning session on November 5, after the addresses of 
welcome and acknowledgment, the following subjects were informally 
discussed: 

"Financing Water Main Extensions," discussed by Charles R. 
Henderson, Davenport, Iowa; William Molis, Muscatine, Iowa; 
J. W. McEvoy, Dubuque, Iowa; Robert B. Wallace, Council Bluffs, 
Iowa; Col. Dabney H. Maury, Chicago; C. M- Baker, Madison, 
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Wis.; William Luscombe, Gary, Ind.; George T. Prince, Omaha, 
Neb.; J. Chris Jensen, Council Bluffs, Iowa; Robert E. McDonnell, 
Kansas City, Mo.; Andrew Kydd, Cedar Rapids, Iowa; F. M. 
Johnson, Terre Haute, Ind. 

"Cleaning Water Mains," discussed by Charles F. Fox, Oskaloosa, 
Iowa, the discussion being closed on account of lack of time for 
continuing it. 

At the afternoon session of November 5 the following papers were 
read: 

"Tropical Water Supplies," by Prof. D. M. Griswold. 

"Further Observations on the Eosine-Methylene-Blue Agar," by 
Capt. Max Levine, discussion by Col. Edward Bartow, Dr. Henry 
Albert and Joel I. Connolly. 

"A Self -Cleaning Underground Water-Collecting System," by 
George T. Prince, discussed by Robert E. McDonnell, Colonel 
Bartow, H. S. Nixon, Lafayette Higgins and Charles F. Fox. 

"Pumpers or Triple Combination Chemical Engines," by William 
Molis, discussed by Thomas Healey, W. T. Birch, Charles R. Hen- 
derson, Homer V. Knouse, H. F. Blomquist, Col. Dabney H. Maury 
and Charles F. Fox. 

"Valuations of the Iowa City Water Company on Present and 
Pre-War Costs," by Prof. John R. Dunlap, discussed by George 
T. Prince, Colonel Maury, Robert E. McDonnell and Robert B. 
Wallace. 

After supper at the rooms of the Commercial Club the following 
papers were presented. 

"Popularizing Water," by Robert E. McDonnell, discussed by 
Robert B. Wallace and Homer V. Knouse. The paper is printed in 
this issue of the Journal. 

"Progress on the Dayton Flood Control Project," by Prof. Sher- 
man M. Woodward. 

After moving pictures of excavating machinery had been shown, 
the balance of the evening was spent as a smoker. 

The papers at the morning session of November 6 were as follows: 

"The Application of Copper Sulphate to Basin Walls for the Con- 
trol of Algae," by George F. Gilkison, discussed by Charles R. 
Henderson, George T. Prince, Wm. Molis, H. F. Blomquist, Colonel 
Bartow, G. C. Habermeyer and J. W. McEvoy. The paper is 
printed in this issue of the Journal. 
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"Value versus Investment as a Basis for Utility Service Rates," 
by William G. Raymond, discussed by George T. Prince, J. H. 
Dunlap, Robert B. Wallace and Robert E. McDonnell. 

"State Provision for Water Supply Control," by Capt. Jack J. 
Hinman, Jr. 

The Special Committee on the State Water and Sanitary Survey 
submitted the following report, which was unanimously adopted: 

"An abundant supply of pure water for drinking and manufac- 
turing purposes should be provided in all parts of the State. This 
supply should be protected and maintained. 

"The Iowa Section of the American Water Works Association, 
in convention assembled, approves the formation of a complete 
State Water and Sanitary Survey for Iowa. 

"The formation of such State Water and Sanitary Survey should 
be referred to the Legislative Committee by the Section to act with 
other like committees in support of the plan and in drafting a bill 
to be presented to the Legislature. 

"The Secretary of the Section should inform the incoming and 
outgoing governors and both branches of the 39th General Assembly 
at the proper time of the action herewith taken and request an 
adequate appropriation for the organization and maintenance of 
the Survey." 

The Legislative Committee made a report on bills considered by 
it and on its other activities. The bills were discussed and finally 
referred to the Committee with power to act. The Committee was 
authorized to confer with similar committees of the Iowa League of 
Municipalities and the Iowa Engineering Society. 

The following officers were elected: Chairman, F. D. H. Lawlor, 
Burlington, Iowa; vice-chairman, J. Chris Jensen, Council Bluffs, 
Iowa; directors, R. E. McDonnell, Kansas City, Mo., and Homer V. 
Knouse, Omaha, Neb. The Executive Committee reappointed 
Capt. J. Hinman, Jr., Iowa City, secretary and treasurer. 

NEW YORK SECTION 

The first meeting of the Section was held at the Hotel McAlpine on 
October 20, with Chairman W. W. Brush presiding and an attend- 
ance of about ninety. After luncheon Prof. George C. Whipple 
gave an informal talk on the work of the Red Cross in sanitary 
fields in Europe. 



124 SOCIETY AFFAIRS 

On December 1, about 60 members and guests visited the pump- 
ing station and purification plant of the Hackensack Water Com- 
pany at New Milford, N. J. 

ADDITIONS TO THE MEMBERSHIP 

Active Members 

Hilton S. Bragg, Engineer, The Pitometer Company, Detroit, 
Mich. 

John A. Bruce, Consulting Engineer, Omaha, Neb. 

Cecil K. Calvert, Indianapolis Water Company, Indianapolis, Ind. 

William L. Clark, Chemist, Filter Plant, Wyandotte, Mich. 

Harry T. Campion, Superintendent Water Works, Defiance, Ohio. 

O. W. Carrick, Water Engineer, Wabash Railway, Decatur, 111. 

Charles J. Fox, Superintendent Water Company, Oskaloosa, Iowa. 

Robert F. Gadd, President, Board of Water Commissioners, 
Hartford, Conn. 

Hans Graff, Junior Engineer, U. S. Engineer Office, San Francisco, 
Cal. 

Joseph John Greene, Supervising Engineer, Public Works Depart- 
ment, Sydney, Australia. 

Daniel Cornelius Grobbel, Cashier, Board of Water Commission- 
ers, Detroit, Mich. 

Franklin Henshaw, Village Engineer and Street Commissioner, 
Scarsdale, N. Y. 

Alfred Dewey Home, Superintendent Water Works and Lighting, 
Fairmount, Minn. 

Herbert M. Johns, Superintendent Hanford Water Company, 
Hanford, Cal. 

William Allen Jones, Assistant Engineer, Pitometer Company, 
Detroit, Mich. 

Morgan F. Larson, City Engineer, Perth Amboy, N. J. 

T. C. Mellersh, Vice-president and General Manager, Russian 
River Water Company, San Francisco, Cal. 

Arthur P. Miller, Assistant Sanitary Engineer, U. S. Public 
Health Service, Louisville, Ky. 

James J. Mitchell, Superintendent Water Company, Warren, Pa. 

George Sumner Nickerson, Hydraulic Engineer, Sacramento, 
Calif. 
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R. N. Perkins, Consulting Chemist and Bacteriologist, Omaha, 
Neb. 

Manley J. Ranken, Assistant Engineer, Detroit Water Board, 
Detroit, Mich. 

J. Sheldon Scott, Chemist in Charge, Water Purification Plant, 
Steubenville, Ohio. 

PROGRAM FOR ANNUAL CONVENTION 

The program for the annual convention at Cleveland is now being 
drawn up. Suggestions regarding topics for discussion and particu- 
larly regarding papers on any feature of water supply are invited. 
Members are urged to send these suggestions at once to the Chairman 
of the Publication Committee, Wm. W. Brush, Deputy Chief Engineer, 
Department of Water Supply, Gas and Electricity, Municipal Build- 
ing, New York, N. Y. 



